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SHENTON PARK COTTAGE HOSPICE 
Petition 

MS S.E. WALKER (Nedlands) [3.02 pm]:  I present two petitions that deal with the same subject matter 
regarding the intended closure by the government of the Shenton Park Cottage Hospice.  The first petition 
contains 18 signatures.  I have also received 257 signatures that do not conform.  I assure the house that I will 
send those signatures to the appropriate minister.  The petition states - 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of 
Western Australia in Parliament assembled. 

We, the undersigned, say 
As members of the public, and fellow citizens of Western Australia we wish to protest strongly to the 
proposed closure of the Cottage Hospice at Shenton Park, the building of which was paid for by the 
people of Western Australia and the land generously donated by the government of the day on behalf of 
the people of Western Australia.  

The Cottage Hospice has provided a wonderful, professional and unique service to patients with 
terminal illnesses and their families for 18 years and should continue to do so. 
The Cottage Hospice, being the first established compassionate care unit, should not be considered to be 
in competition with palliative care hospital units that are being established in the western suburbs, but 
should be seen for what it is: “a very special place” away from the business of hospital settings. 
The Cottage Hospice, with its beautiful garden settings and bush surrounding, has a great attraction for 
those wanting a quiet, peaceful, non-clinical setting where they can receive professional, 
compassionate, specialised hospice care for their loved ones. 
The present provider of the Cottage Hospice, The Cancer Council of WA, wishes to withdraw its 
services from this site to partner with the government in establishing palliative care units attached to 
hospitals in local communities. 

Now we ask the Legislative Assembly 
To ensure that the good work established on this site should continue, and can continue successfully 
with the nurturing of another willing ‘not for profit’ service provider. 

To ensure that the Cancer Council does not allow the abandonment of the Hospice in favour of the 
income earning potential of shared accommodation across the Shenton Park site, which in itself would 
be a breach of the original lease agreement, and would not comply with the restricted use of this site as 
a ‘hospice’. 

We thank the government for believing in the need for establishing the Cottage Hospice for the 
terminally ill of our community in their final days and leasing this land for this purpose and ask for your 
continued support in keeping The Cottage Hospice functioning at its present site. 

[See petition 51.] 
 


